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CONSIDER ABLE THINGS, 


In behalf of the 


GOVERNMENT 


Omitted in all the late 


SR GUINGY 
Written to Sir |. A. 


S1R, , 
OU know my Thoughts well enough, about what has been Jate- 
ly Written, of the Engliſh Conſtitution of Government ;, but ſeeing 
I affirm'd ſome things with ſhort Intimations of Reaſons, I owe 
you this larger Diſcourſe, which yet ſhall be bounded within the 
compaſs of a Letter. He that wrote againſt Plato Redivieas, gavean ex- 
cellcnt account from Records, of the ancient Exerciſe of our King's Pre« 
rogative, but hath left wntouch'dche learned part avout the Opinions and 
Reports from Flato and Ariſtotle, concerning the Seat of Soveraign Pow- 
er, It mult beſaid in behalt of the Anfiverer, that thoſe Confiderations 
were of ]efs moment ; but (ecirg his oppointe Author (wou'll it may be) 
rather derive ſomething like a Divice right tom thoſe Books than any 
vtherz you ſhall ſcehow little countenance the Soveraigity of the Peo- 
ple, or of any upper part of them, receives from thele Philoſophers. Plato 
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(whom he wou'd have alive again in him) ſpeaks in his Politicus plain 
andfhort of Monarchy and-Democracy, fora. certain Reaſon, I will pi 
you his Saying inhiv@rerk;tho'thaemay-makea Letter look Mea Sho 
Boys Epiſtle, ugrapyia GuyYFao Oo Yyedpupman aa vis vs vous Afnopay & gfon 
TUM), To O ours TS vs » Vs mga phy yopuluugev Yiehsn TMOALTE(Gy 20 Wy, 
Monarchy being joyn'd to —_ written Laws is the beſt of all Governments, 
and the worſk, of all lawful Go ments, ip that of the Common People, 1 
hope he has &hough of our Pf into whom oe e Ruquper were re- 
viv'd, wou'd be a very good wiſh, but Fdoubtheand his-Fellows will ' 
quarrel with theſe Academicks, almpſt as much as they do with our Uni- 
verſity-men for ſpoiling their Pupils with Monarchical Principles; for Ari- 
feotle. Plato's. Schollar talks like hig Tuzer, for he mithis third hook of a 
Common-wealth, treating of Government mixt of Ariſtocracy and” Demo- 
cracy, adds his Judgment againſt tt; a».4.ira. my orvNommy apyer CiAmoy, 
But it is better (ſays he) that « ſingle Perſon who is careful ſhould have the 
GOoUernment, p «tr 
I am now toobſerve a more conſiderable error of this:Gentleman, who 
ſeems rather inclin'd tobe a Depoſer, than with his Great Name-ſake to - 
becall'da Make-King ; he ſays that among the Jews, the Supreme Power 
was not.in a Single Perſon. Where was it then, When the Lord was their - 
King 2 upon which account Joſeph calls their-Government a Theoeracy, 
and elſe-where the Single Judges that rul'd, are ſtil'd by him Monarchs ; 
and the Inſtitution of Kingly. Government, which was|not to begin among 
them till Almighty Power had fet'd 'em in the Promis'd Land, was from - 
himſelf; fo the Charge is given (Deurt. 17. 15.) Thou ſhalt in any wiſe ſet 
him King over thee, whomthe Lord thy God ſhall chuſe. So that the People 
defiring afterwards a King, was not evil in it (elf, but only as to the Tu- 
multuary and diſtruſtful manner, when God was their King, and the 
Prophet his Deputy, who brought them Orders immediately from the 
Mouth of God : That the Supream Power was in the King, is plain to 
thoſe who know the large Prerogatives of Eaſtern Monarchs ; for like 
theſe were the Kings of Iſrael and Judah, the People ſaid we will have a 
King over ws, that we alſo may be like all the Nations. And God commands 
Samuel, Hearken to their Voice, and make them a King ; andthe Subjettion 
into which they enter'd was bur like that of the Neighbouring Eaſtern Na- 
tions, ſOthat what we have in the common reading, the manner of the King 
(1Sam.8.) is well render'd by theLXX Smgiwug, the Rightful Law,a Word 
us'd by them frequently concerning the Laws of God himſelf. The Aﬀh- 
ity of things now calls to thought what has been ſaid to and fro about 


Patriarchs, Whether Monarchy was founded in themand thence _— 


 ! 
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The notion has been improv'd into a juſt and regular diſcourſe, by that 
Worthy Gentleman Sir Robert Filwer, to whom too we are beholdenfor a 
Beok aſcrib'd to Mr. Hales, very convincingly written, concerning the 
Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, The Argument I would add to his is 
tive part of the Q1eſtion, is from the. generaPapprehenſion of the Jews, 
who in the midling Ages of the Rowan Emperors had (tho' they were a 
Scatter'd People) a Monarch, under the Name of Patriarch; his Monarchy 
was ſucceſlive in the Family of Gamaliel, of whom St. Luke ſpeaks, He 
had about him a Conncil for Government, and Officers appointed toreceive Tri- 
bute from the Jewiſh Nation whereſoever diſpers'd ; a pretty full account of 
this we have from Epiphanizs, by Birth a Jew, and the relt is ſupplied 
from the Civil Law. What that Father ſays of the Patriarch, is in the Zoth. 
Hereſy, to wit, of the Ebionites. About the ſame time St. Hrerom ſpeaks 
of a Patriarch as the Supream Magiſtrate of the Jews, in his Commentary 
on Iſaiah, ſaying, that in them was fulfill'd what is Propheſy'd in the 
third Chapter, I will give Children to be their Princes,and Babes ſhall rule over 
them. Jlay the more weight upon theſe two Witneſſes, becauſe one by 
Birth and Education, the other by Study and Converſation, ſo well un- 
derſtood what they ſaid. In the Civil Law we find Theodoſws the Empe- 
ror confiſcating their colle&ed Tribute, and forbidding it to be gather'd 
hereafter, nor can it be thought that the payments were only charitable 
Contributions for publick Pious Utes, for you may read in the ſame Code, 
that it was demanded as Crown-gold : There are two principal things un- 
derſtood among Learned Men and Civilians, by the aurum coronarium, ei- 
ther what was payed by Vanquiſh'd Nationsto their Conquerors, or with 
reference to the Crown, tonew-created Emperors, let it be one or the 0- 
ther, ſtill it proves that the Jews eſteem'd their Patriarch to bea ſucceſſive 
Monarch. 

Another conſiderable thing, of which an account ſhou'd deſervedly be 

iven, is about the Divine Right of Monarchy; this wants no otherdefence, 
= to be rightly underſtood. The Afſertion has been Railery to a ſort 
of Witts and Half-States-wen, tone of whom ſhew their knowledge of its 
meaning, for the Divine-Right, or Law, is either voluntary-divine, or 
natural-divine: The firſt takes its Original from the Will of God, the 0- 
ther hasits Foundation in the necefiity and inward goodneſs of the thing, 
upon which God's Willis certainly added ; fo that toſay without any ſub- 
diſtinQion, that Monarchy. is jure divine, 1sno more than that it isan In- 
ſtitution accompanied with the Authority of God's Will, and that our 
Propoſition is true in this large ſence, appears from the 'foremention'd 
Wards in Dexteronomy, and from thatof Solomon's Proverbs, by me Kings 
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Roign, but to reſolve upon whether ſort of Divire right Monarchyisfour- 


ded, wou'd be aSubtilty uſcleſs to the Aﬀairs of the World, it being a 


ſure rule, that whatever carries along with it the approving Will of God, 
can only by this plaineſt Declaration be taken away or alter'd ; fo that if 
Monarchy did not oblige under the nature of a Moral Law,but as a divine- 


poſitive one (of which number the Sacraments are) itis (till una'terable 


by Subjects, nay, it may fuither be ſaid, that a Right mcerly humane in 
its Original, convey'd over toanother, is. confirmed to the Poſſeſlor and 


bis Hens by a zatural-dizine Rig/t ; this is evident from the ejghth Com- 


mandement, forbidding Stealth, tho' the ownerſhip came from the a&tof 
another Man in its fiſt Creation, yet the preſervation of it is from the 
Law of God, and the Right is as {trong in behalt of Succefiive Monarchy 
againſt the reſcizure of the People, tho' they cou'd farcy them'elves the 
firſt Donors and Founders of it, as any Title they have to their proper 
Goodsand Chattels ; ay, but ſay they, the caſe is different, for all (Go- 
vernment is given by the Subjects with a tacit condition, that it ſhall be 
manag'd to their belt advantage, and upon failure it may therefore be rea( 
ſum'd ; a tacit condition indeed, that was never keard of till the World 
and Government were ſo many thouſand years old, butto giveth:more 
Exception to their general rule, it will not hold good in the Goverrment 
ofa Family : And CR who was no Fool, wiſhed fome Common-wealth- 
Statiſts to make experiment firſt in their own Houſes of that Popular \ſ9- 
del which they were contriving for the Spartan Nation ; how wou'd it 
(think you) vex thelittle Weſtern Grandee, it his Wiſe Son and his own 
Servants ſhou'd attemptto Depoſe him from the management of his Houſe. 
hold and Eſtate, by reaſon of his M.ile- Adminiſtration of both, tince his 
Head has been fo full of Revenge and Aſſociation £ 

Another miſtzke remains more pernicious to the Government than a'l 
the reſt, which [ have not ſcen fully ſet torights by any who haveargued 
for the Defendant; it is this, that the Kmg(bip of Ergland is Elettive : 
There are indeed ſeveral ſuch ike Paſtages in our old Chronicles, writ- 


ten for the moſt part by Church-mer, who howthey came to-ſpeak fo I will 


anon afford youthe grounds, but that chuſing docs imply a Power of re- 


fuiog,. is againſt the Principle of the Men off Malzrbrry and: of Geneva : 
too 3 who make up the far greateſt number of Adverlaries to our cauſe; | 


for with them Elefion is neceflaty.z fo that a mancannot chuſe, but hemuft 
chuſe; andif the ſame fort of choice, 'bexond which they &latm none, as 
to the things of God will ſuffice them as'to'the King, we (hou'd foon be 
agreedin the.preſent Aﬀair. Suitable torhis, the Cre7tians ſay a manchules 
when he wiſhes, or when he is not-conſtrain'd : Thus the Jſraelites os 
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King, by deſiring one before that Saul was appointed by Authority from 
God, andin congratulatory Joy, when he was anointed, the People ſhout- 
ing, God ſave the King, and in aſſiſting him againſt thoſe that ſaid, ſha/ 
Saul Reign over ws; and this is as much as can be affirm'd of any EleQtion of 
our Kings in a peaceable and orderly Coronation, this will — ap- 
pear to you'both from the common old form us'd in the Church of Rowe, 
when Kings were Crown'd, as likewifefrom a Parliament-Roll clear and 
fullto the purpoſe ; the old formis to be ſeen in the Ordo Romans anti- 
qu##, a Book.written and us'd above goo Years ago, the particular Office 
1s Entitled, The Order = Blelſing of a King, when he is new rais'd by the 
Clergy and People to the Kingdom. In the fourth Prayer theſe Words follow, 
Look down _ this thy Servant, whom with ſuppliant Devotion we have cho- 
ſen tobe our King; upon theſe Paſſages at the Coronation, it was that the 
Church-men-Chroniclers (o frequently us'd the Phraſeof chuſrg a King,butif 
the reſt of the ſame Office be taken along to explain theſe words, you will 
ſee that in our common way of ſpeaking about choice, our Kings have no 


- more been choſen by the Subj-(ts, than Saul was by ii Iſraelites ; for in 


the firſt and ſecond Prayers, it is (aid, that God hath exalted him to the heighth 
of the Kingdom. Among the Queſtions propounded by the Metropolitan 


one is, Wilt thou Govern and defend the Kingdom given thee of God accord. - 


ing tothe juſtice of thy Fathers, then the Biſhop turns to the People, will 
you be {ubjett tothis Prince and Governor, and Fſt4bl;ſb his Kingdom with 
firm faithfulneſs and obey kis Command-s, accordirg to the Avoſtles Words, 
Let every Soul be ſubjcF to ite higher Powers, to the King as Sypream £ then 
follows the fourth Prayer, in which upon their promiling to this demand, 
they are ſaid to chaſe him King, for there is nothing elſe 1n this Office, in 
which the People bear a part, (5 that having laid theſe Proceedings im- 
partially before you, I need not induſtriouſly ſhzw that thEKingſhip is 


from God through a Succeſſion, and that the Eletion of the Peop'e is no + 


more than a good liking and Profcffton of their Allegiance. That his Title 
is from God by Succeilion, appears further out of the Words after. Corona- 
tion, Stand and hold henceforth-the place which hitkerto thou kaſt held by Ba- 
ternal Succeſſzon, bequeath'd to t hee upon Hereditary Rigl t by the Authority of 
Almietty God. So far as to this Offize, with which the Patliament-Roll 
wherein Richard the third is faid to be choſen King, docs mightily agree, 
he had as bad a Title as ever wanted a Parliament, or an Army to aflilt it, 
either by their intereſt or ſtrength, and when his counterfeiting was laid 
aſide, he appear'd as bad as his Title, or as any Uſurper, who was ever 
help'd by either ; yet the Parliament had that regard ts the Rights of the 
Crown, that they rather chuſe tobe his Heralds to derive the Succcflion, 
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- though very untowardly, down to his Perſon, than to be his Promoters 
by beſtowing a Crown, likePopes, out of a Plenitude of Power ; the 
Record is long but it's well it may ſo commonly be met within Speed's Chro- 
nicle, the conſiderable things in the main Roll ſerve toexplain the Ele&i- 
on of Richard mention'd in the beginning tomeanno more, than what the 
word ſignifies in the late cited Office,their Words are,We have choſe you in 
all that in ws is. Afterwards follows a Recognition of his Right without their 
choice, The Right and Title whichthe King has to the Crown is grounded upon 
the Laws of God and of Nature, and alſo upon the ancient Laws and laudable 
Cuſtoms of this ſaid Realm, they then proceed toſay, why, ſeeing the Ti- 
tleis ſo grounded, they a@ any thing concerning it 3 the Reaſon piven is, 
That the Court of Parliament is of ſuch Anthority, and the EE this Land 
of ſych a Nature and Diſpoſition as experience teacheth, that Maniftſtation 
and Declaration of any truth or right made by a Parliament, maketh above all 
other things moſt Gs and certain. I have now done what I undertook, 
| 


and within the al{ggned Bounds remaining according to the duty of the 
Youngerto the Elder, your moſt Faithful and 


* 


May g. 82. AﬀeQionate Servant 
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